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NIAGARA CATHOLIC

DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

REPORT TO THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
SEPTEMBER 8, 2026

2026-2027 PARENTS REACHING OUT (PRO) GRANTS

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

The Ministry of Education continues to support parental involvement in Ontario schools by funding Parents
Reaching Out (PRO) Grants. The Parents Reaching Out (PRO) Grants program provides funding to district
school boards and school authorities to lead projects with a focus on the identification and removal of
barriers that prevent parents and families from participating and engaging fully in their children's learning.

This funding supports projects that are initiated by parents through communication with the Niagara
Catholic Parent Involvement Committee and Catholic School Councils. For the 2026-2027 this funding
will be transferred from Priorities and Partnerships Funding (PPF) into a new component of the Parent
Engagement Allocation within the School Foundation Grant.

The Parent Engagement Allocation has three components — PIC ($8,935), School Councils ($28,500), and
PRO ($30,000) — each with its own funding calculation. School boards are expected to comply with
Ontario Regulation 612/00: School Councils and Parent Involvement Committees.

This new PRO component, funded through a combined amount of $1,500 per school board and $500 per
school committee, supports school boards to work with their Parent Involvement Committees (PICs) in
order to lead initiatives that address local parent needs and/or remove barriers that prevent parents from
participating and engaging fully in their children’s learning and educational progress.

Through the PRO Grant component ($30,000), Catholic School Councils may apply for additional

funds up to $1000.00 to support parent engagement activities at the school level through an application
process. Applications and funding allocations will be approved in alignment with Ministry criteria.
Principals and Catholic School Council Chairs/Co-Chairs have been notified about this funding opportunity.

The report on the 2025-2026 Parents Reaching Out (PRO) Grants is presented for information.
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